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Broken Broadcast...

As the deadline for the switch to Digital TV appchas many of us are concerned about what is goihgppen to

our beloved televisions. Both the media and eleatsoretailers have put out a ton of informatiod amuch of it is
conflicting and hard to understand. Depending op ydu ask you either need an expensive new tetevisi you

don't need to do anything at all. To clear thisfasion | can tell you that both statements are, tifogt is to say that in
fact neither of them are correct. To be honestgtisn't one answer that fits everyone's situabtionit does boil down
to a couple of simple answers. If you subscribeitioer cable or satellite television service then have already done
everything necessary to continue watching TV gasswitch. The cable or satellite box that is alyeattached to
your TV will continue to provide you with the samf¥ signal that you have always had. Easy enoughthguprob-
lem comes in for those televisions that receivé gignal from "rabbit ears” or an attic or houseunted antenna.
Those televisions, if more than a year or two wlifl,need aconverter boxo translate the new digital signals back to
the old analog standard so that your televisionwaterstand them. The digital converters are availat Walmart
and most other electronics retailers for around $4&allation is fairly simple, just hook it in tveeen your antenna
and the television.

Photoshoppin' for Free...

No, I'm not advocating software piracy. That'd lremwg, illegal even. And, it turns out, unnecess&gct is, most
people don't use 10% of the features of the ne@@@professional editing suite so it makes seresewk could get
away with a program that offers 80% of the funcaidty for free. Both The GIMP and newcomer ArtWeruéer

almost all of the Photoshop goodness at a $0 g he GIMP(The GNU Image Manipulation PPogram) has been
around for a long time and has a huge user baselaf@pe amount of users results in many tutoriedsla@ble online to
explain step-by-step how to accomplish differemjgets with easeArtWeaverwas recently released so its fan base is
somewhat limited but it has the advantage of logland working nearly identically to Photoshop. Tallews you to
follow most Photoshop tutorials with ArtWeaver amat get too lost in the process.

Twitter? What did you just call me?

When even CNN's Nancy Grace refereritedter, | knew it was time to find out what it is. Aftdbing a little read-
ing | was a bit disappointed. | have to admit thddn't do “social networking”. | abandoned my My8p page years
ago, you won't find me on FaceBook or Linkedits and ByteandTechnology Todawre the closest | get to writ-
ing a blog. Evemy own homepagis merely a container for family photos. So to 8t | don't understand Twitter is
an understatement. In the most basic sense #nsadl billboard of 149 characters on the web tloat yse to tell your
friends and family what you are doing at this exacment. Things such as “David is now studyingdioreconomics
exam” or “Sandra is now mowing the yard” are exaspf messages that | found on other people's 8witists. The
idea is that you “subscribe” to your friends Twittdogs and your main page then shows what albof yriends are

up to at this exact second. In this age of inforomabverload, is this really necessary? Anyone raber that time
before pagers and cell phones when you could joilg be not available?

Be gone, sensitive datal!

You may have heard that simply deleting a file adesctually make it go away. There are many freslgilable pro-
grams that make recovering accidentally deleted filery simple. But what if you want to make sina tast years
tax return is completely gone before you donatédlthcomputer to your nephevigzaserwill completely destroy
files and make recovery impossible. It does thidilbgg the file full of random characters and gay it on top of it-
self several times before finally filling the emppace with nothing but zeros.

Final Byte...
"A computer lets you make more mistakes faster #rninvention in human history - with the possibkeeptions of
flamethrowers and tequila” ~Unknown
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